Connecting Classrooms to Professionals 2019-2020

Program Objectives
The Connecting Professionals to Classrooms will:
●
●
●
●

Help students build 21st-century skills to prepare them for careers in climate,
energy, environment and sustainability
Enrich student learning by creating meaningful and relevant projects that are
student-led, teacher-supported and expert-advised
Advance environmental education in the classroom by bridging gaps in knowledge in
areas where teachers may lack expertise
Facilitate excellent education through authentic learning opportunities, giving students
the chance to connect their day-to-day learning with real-world experiences

Teacher’s Role
Teachers are expected to:
● Work with the students to develop a project with curriculum links and a clear objective.
● Submit clear, detailed asks and specific areas in which support is required to ACEE in
order to facilitate the matching process.
● Attend the initial meeting with ACEE and the professional (booked by ACEE).
Subsequent meetings for the duration of the project will be the teacher’s responsibility
to coordinate with the professional.
● Be present in the classroom for the duration of the presentation, perform classroom
management and act as a participant throughout the presentation.
● Be included in all communications between the professional and students.
● Submit the required feedback forms

Professional’s Role
Professionals are expected to:
● Commit to up to 3 (1-hour-long) classroom visits using various means per class.
● Respond to students’ questions using the most accurate and up-to-date information
available (as opposed to delivering a ‘canned’ presentation)
● Help students understand the connections between theory and real-world application as
it relates to the area of inquiry/ project through the lens of your profession
● Work with the teacher to support students through various stages of the project, from the
early stages of planning to feedback and assessment
ACEE’s Role

●
●
●
●

Recruit and train professionals*
Match teachers to professional and provide the first introduction
Provide teachers with resources relevant to the project/ area of inquiry
Collect feedback from students, teachers and professionals for program evaluation

*Professionals will receive an information document introducing them to the classroom and the
project as well as training by ACEE on how to work effectively with students. This training
includes
●
●
●

A briefing on how to communicate with and engage students
An introduction to inquiry and project-based learning and excellent environmental
education
A code of conduct for classroom interactions

The training will take place either in person or through a webinar. The training will take
approximately one hour and will be scheduled during office hours at a mutually convenient time.

