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Excellent Climate Change Education
Insights from the Alberta Council for Environmental Education

In late 2019 we spoke with more than 170 students from nine communities across Alberta and in early 2020 we conducted province-wide polling of over
500 Alberta youth ages 15 to 24. For today's students, climate change is not controversial; in fact, the vast majority agree that it should be taught in
school and should be a high priority for grades 4-12. For Alberta youth, teachers are one of the most trusted sources of information about climate
change.1 When students are not taught about environment, energy and climate change, they construct their own meanings, which are commonly
incorrect - and can create feelings of confusion and anxiety.2 Here are six things we can all do on the ‘road’ to excellent climate change education!

“I think that’s the problem, is that we don’t
know how we can help. And then everybody
keeps putting it on us like: “All right, figure it
out”. But we don’t know how to figure it out
because we haven’t found that out yet.”
(Grade 10, rural student)
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Approach with empathy and curiosity

• Acknowledge and accommodate anxiety.
Avoid fear and blame.
• Frame climate action as part of a positive,
respectful narrative connected to our shared
identity and pride in Alberta, and helping create
the future kids want.
• Empathize with your students’ concerns.
Listen to them3.
• Approach learning as a shared exploration,
recognizing that, as educators, we aren’t
climate experts.
• Remember that youth don’t all feel the
same about climate change. In Alberta, youth fall
into three subgroups: Alarmed (55%), Concerned
Passives (35%) and Dismissives (10%)1.
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• Teach HOW to think, not what to think.
• Create hands-on action projects that develop
skills, inspired by student interests4.
• Consider different perspectives and weigh
the relevant evidence.
• Practice interdisciplinary, systems-level, and
creative thinking.
• Connect with experts and approaches that
help students explore future career paths.

• Teach fundamental concepts, creating a
deeper understanding of key concepts.
• Use consistent language for better
understanding of the differences between
pollution, climate change,
environment, and waste.
• Use real data4 to ensure student
learning is evidence-based.3
• Explore both the scientific and social
dimensions of climate change.

• Spend more time in the ‘solution space’
than the ‘problem space’.
• Connect to real-world (e.g. municipal)
action plans and strategies. Begin with
climate actions that will have the greatest
impact: Energy efficient buildings. Low
carbon transportation. Fueled by renewables.
Responsible individual and collective choices.
• Help students imagine, prepare for, and
explore to help create their
sustainable future.

• Evaluate and assess programs, teaching and action
projects to demonstrate learning and impact.
• Share successes to inspire others to action!

it is imperative that youth fully grasp the situation
in front of them and have the skill required to
prepare adequate solutions”
-Naima Hassan, High School Student.

Build literacy of environment,
energy and climate

hope and agency by helping
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students be part of the solution

Inspire others to action

“Heading into an uncertain future,

• Build a foundation of love and respect
for nature by spending time outdoors and
providing positive experiences in nature,
which also benefit mental health.
• Help students understand that we are
part of nature.
• Emphasize connectedness and
interdependence with our environment.
• Make learning local and relevant,
to foster a sense of place.

Focus on ‘Us, Here and Now'
NOT 'Them, There and Then’

Develop critical thinking and
problem-solving skills
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Connect to nature and place

prepared

optimistic
informed

To help you, we curate some great
climate education resources from
many sources and organizations:

https://www.abcee.org/climate-education
Alberta Youth Leaders for Environment and
Energy Education (AYLEEE)

https://www.abcee.org/student-recommendations
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